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(Colo)-Rockies Rough Up Greinke But Still Lose To Astros

By: John Axtell Posted at: 08/06/2019 11:51 PM
By KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer
HOUSTON (AP) - Zack Greinke labored through six innings but wound up with a win in his Astros debut as
Houston hit four home runs Tuesday night to beat the Colorado Rockies 11-6.

Playing in front of a season-high crowd of 43,243, the AL West leaders won their fifth straight. Yuli Gurriel hit
two homers, Yordan Alvarez added a two-run drive and Carlos Correa homered and drove in three runs.

Greinke (11-4), a six-time All-Star who was traded from Arizona on Wednesday, yielded seven hits and five
runs with two walks and two strikeouts. He left with the game tied at 5, tagged by Raimel Tapia's three-run homer
in the sixth.

But Houston scored two runs in the bottom of the inning, highlighted by Correa's home run, to give Greinke
his first win since July 5.

The AL West leaders got Greinke for four prospects in a startling trade just minutes before the deadline to
complete deals. The 35-year-old righty added another top-level starter to an imposing rotation led by All-Stars
Justin Verlander and Gerrit Cole.

Though he was with a new team, Greinke faced a familiar opponent after making four starts against Colorado
this season while playing in the NL West with the Diamondbacks. Tuesday's win gives the 2009 AL Cy Young
Award winner 14 in his career against the Rockies, which is his most against any opponent and improves
Houston's starters to 15-1 in their last 18 starts.

Charlie Blackmon hit a solo shot off Astros reliever Chris Devenski in the seventh to cut it to 1. But Houston
tacked on four more runs in the bottom of the frame on a two RBI double by Correa and a two-run homer by
Gurriel to push the lead to 11-6.

Colorado starter German Marquez gave up eight hits and five runs in five innings. Chi Chi Gonzalez (0-4)
allowed one hit and two runs without getting an out in the sixth for the loss.

Daniel Murphy reached on a single by Alex Bregman to start the sixth before Greinke walked Ryan McMahon
with one out. lan Desmond grounded into a force out that left Murphy out at third before Tapia knocked a 66 mph
curveball into the first row of the right field stands to tie it.

Tapia had struggled against Greinke before that homer, going 2 for 19 with one double and no RBIs.

Bregman doubled to start Houston's second before Alvarez's home run sailed to the second deck in right field
to make it 2-0. An RBI single by Michael Brantley extended the lead to 3-0 in the third.

The Rockies cut the lead to 2 in the fourth when Trevor Story scored on a sacrifice fly by Nolan Arenado,
which was his 700th RBI. McMahon followed with an RBI double which skipped down the left field line to make it
3-2.

TRAINER'S ROOM
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Astros: Manager AJ Hinch said pitching coach Brent Strom will likely remain away from the team through its
weekend series at Baltimore after he had gastrointestinal surgery on Saturday night. ... RHP Ryan Pressly (sore
right knee) allowed one hit and struck out two in one inning in the first game of a rehabilitation assignment with
Double-A Corpus Christi on Tuesday night. ... RHP Brad Peacock (sore right shoulder) will make a rehabilitation
appearance for Triple-A Round Rock on Wednesday night.

UP NEXT

Rockies: RHP Peter Lambert (2-2, 5.71 ERA) will start for Colorado when this series wraps up on
Wednesday. Lambert allowed four hits and four runs in six innings in his last start, but did not factor in the
decision in the 5-4 win.

Astros: Cole (13-5, 2.87) is scheduled to start for Houston on Wednesday. Cole, who leads the majors with
216 strikeouts, yielded four hits and one run in seven innings in his last outing against Cleveland to win his ninth
straight decision.

BALTIMORE (AP) - The New York Yankees continued their home run binge against the Baltimore Orioles,
hitting six more and getting three RBIs from Austin Romine in a 9-4 victory Tuesday night, their 14th consecutive
win at Camden Yards.

One night after going deep five times, the Yankees went one better against the Orioles' beleaguered pitching
staff. Mike Tauchman and DJ LeMahieu went back-to-back in the third inning and Brett Gardner and Cameron
Maybin did the same in the ninth. Didi Gregorius also connected, and Romine contributed a solo shot and a two-
run double.
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