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(S.D.)-Obstacles Remain For State Wind Energy Projects

By: Roxie Graham-Marski Posted at: 01/07/2013 11:24 AM
     SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) - A one-year extension of a federal wind energy tax
credit could provide a jolt for the wind industry, but developers say other obstacles
remain in South Dakota.
 
     The wind energy industry had been stalled because of uncertainty over whether
the tax break would be extended. The extension was included in legislation to avert
the so-called "fiscal cliff."
 
     Adam Sokolski with Iberdrola Renewables says that although South Dakota has
the fifth-most wind potential in the country, it also has one of the least-inviting tax
structures in the region.
 
     Voters last November also rejected a program that would have awarded grants to
companies that bring large, capital-intensive projects to South Dakota. Sokolski says

the wind industry will lobby the Legislature for something to replace that program.
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